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to a narrative of the doings of a few men whom
events chance to bring to the surface at long inter-
vals, it will become apparent that the entire indus-
trial activity of the world belongs to history* But
in such a vast field it is very important to find some
mode of simplifying phenomena. It is necessary to
seize upon certain natural keys to the whole system.
If a few of the principal strands upon which it is all
woven can be discovered and kept distinct, the whole
web may be seen to much greater advantage. There
are many of these, and each student may choose his
method. No better system has ever been proposed
than that of regarding events as products of ideas
and classifying ideas. This is the true psychic
method and recognizes sociology as directly resting
upon psychology. It is found that the progress of
intelligence produces regular and necessary changes
in human ideas. In the primordial blank condition
of the mind the anthropomorphic mode of interpre-
tation is the only one; inanimate objects are ani-
mated and animals are endowed with intelligence.
Fetishism prevails. In the next stage intelligence
and will are disembodied and ascribed to immaterial
or spiritual beings. Polytheism reigns. At length
the number of these beings suffers a reduction and
ultimately they are limited to one. Monotheism
holds sway. Under monotheism the spirit of specu-
lation finds encouragement, and with it the forces of
nature and the properties of matter are erected into
so many separate and independent existences or en-